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Curriculum vitae  
1998-2000 Postdoctoral Fellowship (Cancer 

Research Institute) Cornell 
Medical Center: Identification 
and characterization of tumor-
associated antigens in 
melanoma and breast cancer 
using the SEREX approach 
(Y.T-. Chen) 

2000-2003  Group leader of the Antigen 
Discovery Program at 
Krankenhaus Nordwest, 
Frankfurt  (Director: 
Alexander Knuth)  

2003-2005 Attending Physician at the 
Department of Oncology, 
University Hospital Zurich, 
Switzerland (Director: Alexander 
Knuth) Leader of the Laboratory 
for Tumor Immunology, 
Coordinator of the Clinical Trials 
Center Zurich as part of the 
Ludwig Institute for Cancer 
Research 

2005 Director of the Medical Oncology 
Department, National Center for 
Tumor Diseases, University 
Hospital Heidelberg 

2006 Official Affiliation with the Ludwig 
Institute for Cancer Research 

 
Activities in the scientific community, 
honors, awards  
Rose-Marie-Finnell Memorial Fellowship for 
Breast Cancer Research (1998); Since 2000 
Member of the Antigen Discovery Program, 
Cancer Research Institute, New York and 
Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, New 
York; AVON Award for breast cancer research, 
Cancer Research Institute, NY, 2001; 
Investigators Award, Cancer Research 
Institute, New York, 2006. 
 
 
 

Research fields 
Analysis of spontaneous interactions of the 
immune system with developing tumors. 
Identification and characterization of tumor-
associated antigens in different tumor types as 
potential targets for immunotherapy approaches 
using a serological cloning strategy (SEREX). 
Characterization of tumor-associated antigens 
and validation for T-cell based as well as antibody 
based therapies. 
Functional characterization of tumor associated 
antigens: implications for therapeutic strategies. 
Evaluation of potential target antigens in clinical 
trials (antibodies, vaccines). 
Analysis of spontaneous humoral and cellular 
immune responses in cancer patients as potential 
prognostic and diagnostic markers in different 
tumor types. 
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